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Circular No. 22/06/10

Sub: Guidelines for checking delay in grant of sanction for prosecution on
eSI Reports -reg.

In terms of the Hon'ble Supreme Court's judgment in Vineet Narain's case, the
competent authorities are required to take a decision on CSI applications for the grant of
sanction for prosecution within a period of three months. Further, additional time of one
month is allowed in respect of cases "warranting prior consultation with the
Attorney General or any other law officer in the AG's Office. The Hon'ble Supreme Court
had also directed that the Commission shall review the progres~f cases moved by CSI
for sanction of prosecution, especially those in which sanctions have been delayed.
Even CVC Act, 2003, under"Section 8(1) (f) relating to functions and powers of the
Commission, stipulates review of the progress of the applications pending for sanction
for prosecution under the PC Act, 1988. The Commission while discharging its functions
has observed that the competent administra~ive authorities concertted are taking too
long time in conveying their views on the cases retommended for sanction of
prosecution.

2. As prescribed in DOPT's OM dated 6th November 2006, the
Ministries/Departments are required to formulate their tentative views within three weeks
of receipt of CSl's request seeking sanction for prosecution and seek the advice of the
Central Vigilance Commission. The aforesaid time limit is not being adhered to by the
Ministries/Departments. The responsibility for processing cases for sanction for
prosecution within the time-limit vests with the Administrative
Ministries/Departments/Organization.

3. It has been brought to the notice of the Commission by the CSI that in some
cases, the administrative authorities concerned seek clarification on the CSI reports.
This also is a contributory factor for delays. It is, therefore, reiterated that, including the
seeking and obtaining of such clarification and time taken for the same, time limit
prescribed by the Apex Court should be strictly maintained.
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